LIHUE PLANTATION(S ROLE IN THE HANAMA`ULU EXPERIENCE

By Catherine Pascual Lo

LET US TALK STORY about the role of Lihue Plantation in the Hanama`ulu experience! What a role that was!  And what an experience for the first generations that populated Hanama`ulu!  And what an experience for us who are blessed to be here at this first-ever Hanama`ulu Town Celebration to remember the past, to celebrate the present, and to embrace the future.

To highlight the role of Lihue Plantation let us look at a few Lihue Plantation greats whose vision created the Hanama`ulu that we have come to know and appreciate.

First on the list of Lihue Plantation visionaries is William Harrison Rice, who became the second manager of Henry A. Peirce and Company. Peirce and Company, of course, was renamed Lihue Plantation Company in 1859. You’ll remember that Mr. Rice, with his wife Maria Sophia Hyde Rice, arrived in Hawaii in 1841 with the 9th company of missionaries for the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and they were at Punahou School until they moved to Kauai in 1854.  In 1856, during Mr. Rice(s watch, the plantation completed the 10-mile Hanama`ulu irrigation ditch, the source of the water that brought promise to the growing sugar enterprise. With the ditch in place, the role of Lihue Plantation in Hanama`ulu started in earnest.  The plantation started harvesting sugarcane from fields at Hanama`ulu as early as 1857.

The second on the list, and the greatest Lihue Plantation manager, was Paul Isenberg, whom many of you know well because of his monument on the corner of Rice Street and Haleko Road, to the right of Bank of Hawaii. Paul Isenberg(s vision created Hanama`ulu and Paul Isenberg deserves to be called the Founder of Hanama`ulu..  In 1962, he succeeded his father-in-law as manager of Lihue Plantation.  In 1863, Lihue Plantation started leasing the ahupua`a of Hanama`ulu, a land division extending from Kilohana Crater -- whose summit rises to 1143 feet -- to Hanama`ulu Bay. And in 1870, on the death of Her Royal Highness Princess Victoria Kamamalu, owner of the ahupua`a of Hanama`ulu, the Supreme Court of Hawaii ordered the sale of the land of about 9,177 acres at an auction with the upset price of $7,000. In those days, even today for that matter, $7,000 was a lot of money, but determined to buy the ahupua`a of Hanama`ulu, Paul Isenberg raised enough money, and his bid of $7,250, the highest bid, secured the land for Lihue Plantation. 

Then, in the summer of 1877, Isenberg bought from George Norton Wilcox the mill machinery that Wilcox bought in Scotland for his own sugar mill at Grove Farm. Wilcox decided instead to contract with Lihue Plantation to grind his cane at Lihue Mill, enabling Lihue Plantation to build Hanama`ulu Mill. But Lihue Plantation's new mill and the houses that surrounded it took on the name "Hanama`ulu Plantation." Researchers today, looking at old pictures captioned "Hanama`ulu Plantation," can easily assume that Hanama`ulu was a bona fide plantation. And to all intent and purposes, it was. However, like Lihue Mill, Hanama`ulu Mill was a grinding facility of what became known as "the best financed, most modern, and most costly" plantation in Hawai`i. Calling the mill town "Hanama`ulu Plantation" put Hanama`ulu on the map. 

Now let(s get acquainted with Paul Isenberg.  At over six feet and at 250 pounds, he was a giant of a man in stature and we know that he was a giant of a man in his determination for success. Born in Hanover, Germany, on April 13, 1837, Isenberg, the son of a Lutheran pastor, came to the Hawaiian Islands in 1858. He arrived on Kaua`i full of hope for a bright future in the cattle industry, having been promised by Ed Hoffschlaeger, of Hoffschlaeger & Stapenhorst, the manager's position at their Wailua Ranch. Failing to get the job, 21-year-old Isenberg had to look elsewhere for employment, and fate took him to the sugar industry, where, as we all know, he distinguished himself. 

In 1861, Paul Isenberg married Hannah Maria Rice, the daughter of William Harrison Rice and Mary Sophia Hyde Rice.  He was employed at Lihue Plantation as an overseer and he succeeded his father-in-law as manager in 1862. He was manager until 1878, subsequently became part owner of the plantation, and later became its president. Isenberg acquired a half interest in Koloa Sugar Company in December 1871 and became its president in 1892, a post he held until 1902. 

When Paul Isenberg died of peritonitis in Germany in 1903 at the age of 66, his native land and his adopted country Hawai`i mourned the death of a kind and generous man, who was loved by Germans and non-Germans alike.

The people of Kaua`i and Hawai`i dedicated the Paul Isenberg Monument in the heart of Lihue in 1904. It is fitting that the monument dominates the knoll to the right of the Bank of Hawaii, overlooking Lihue Mill, the heart of the plantation that Paul Isenberg built into a successful agricultural enterprise. 

LIHUE PLANTATION had the reputation of having been "the best financed, most modern, and most costly" plantation in Hawai`i. The cost of running the plantation factored in the contract laborers whom the plantation brought to Lihue and Hanama`ulu.   Our ancestors answered the call to come to Hawaii and participate in the sugar enterprise.  As a result, you and I call Hawaii HOME. As a result we call Hanama`ulu  HOME.  As a result we are enjoying the Hanama`ulu Town Celebration this weekend.

Now, let us add to the list of Lihue Plantation greats because the legacy of Paul Isenberg of giving and kindness continued through the years. For example, sports were an important part of plantation life, and in April 1938, when Caleb Burns Sr. and Alexander McKeever were manager and assistant manager of Lihue Plantation, the Isenberg Recreational Center was dedicated. The gym, 11-acre baseball-football-soccer field, 440-yard track, and two-double tennis courts were dedicated to honor the three Isenberg brothers -- Paul, Carl, and Hans -- who had given so much to Lihue and to Kaua`i. Located at Isenberg Tract, the sports complex benefited the residents, especially the young people, of Hanama`ulu who played softball, football, and volleyball as The Whiz Kids of Hanama`ulu. 

THE ROLE OF LIHUE PLANTATION in the Hanama`ulu experience is far-reaching and permanent in the lives of plantation families and their descendants. Opening up land in Hanama`ulu for affordable housing was perhaps the most important Lihue Plantation agenda, and clearly one that has had the greatest impact. Managers and assistant managers, like Keith Tester, David Silver, Hans Hansen and David Ballie were in charge during the building up of Hanama`ulu in the mid-1950s and in the 1960s.

MOREOVER, LIHUE PLANTATION donated three acres of land to the State of Hawaii for educational purposes, and the adjoining 3.5 acres to the County of Kaua`i for a community park. This largess on the part of the plantation was not surprising, the property having been in use for the same purposes since 1921, but it is not inconceivable for Lihue Plantation to continue leasing the parcels. 

TODAY, HANAMA`ULU is a community of more than 1,000 homes for more than 3,000 residents representing the ethnic groups that make up Hawai`i's population. One can easily find three and four generations, even five generations, of Lihue Plantation families in the town's population, but new residents -- both homeowners and renters -- call Hanama`ulu "home" as well. 

LIHUE PLANTATION continued its sugar operations until November 2000. By then the plantation was under the flagship of AMFAC/JMB, and when 400 plantation workers were laid off, Hanama`ulu was the hardest-hit community in this long-expected and final chapter of Lihue's 151-year-old plantation. That was an unhappy finale for Lihue Plantation and the workers, but those who were impacted moved on, and this evening, we can have happy talk story as we remember the past, celebrate the present, and embrace the future.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION.  
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